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A 70-year-old woman developed left hemi-
spatial neglect following a right parietal
haemorrhage (figure 1A). On a standard
target cancellation task, she neglected 6/10
left-sided stimuli (figure 1B,C and see
online supplementary video). However, on
a modified target cancellation task (erasing
targets rather than crossing them out),
she neglected only 3/10 stimuli (figure
1D,E and see online supplementary
video). In the modified target cancellation
task, stimuli are removed from ipsilesional
space, facilitating detection of those
stimuli remaining in contralesional space.1

Together, these tasks provide evidence that
hemispatial neglect phenomena arise from
both impaired deployment of attention
towards contralesional space and impaired
ability to disengage attention from ipsile-
sional space.2
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Figure 1 Standard and modified target cancellation tasks in hemispatial neglect. (A) CT scan of head
showing a right parietal haemorrhage. (B, C) Standard target cancellation task. (D, E) Modified target
cancellation task, in which the patient erases each line that is detected. See the online supplementary
video. Used with permission from Modern Neurology.
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